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MODULE DES3180: THE DESIGN PROFESSION

Level: Advanced

Theme: Business/Issues/History

Prerequisite: None

Module Description: Students develop an understanding of the business aspect of the design
profession, including educational qualifications, opportunities in design and
some of the issues and challenges designers face.  Ethical, legal and social issues
may also be explored.

Module Parameters: No specialized facilities or equipment.
Note: It is recommended that students have access to instruction from an

individual with formal, specialized training in a design discipline and
business experience.

Curriculum and Assessment Standards

Module Learner
Expectations

Assessment Criteria and Conditions Suggested
Emphasis

The student will: Assessment of student achievement should be based on:

• conduct research in one
area of the
business/profession of
design

• demonstration of a general knowledge of the business
and profession of design through project work.

Assessment Tool
Project Assessment:  The Design Profession

(DES3180–1)

Standard
Performance rating of 3 for each criteria

40

• identify and consider
various issues faced by
designers

• formal presentation to teachers and peers.

Assessment Tool
Presentation/Reports:  The Design Profession

(DES3180–2)

Standard
Performance rating of 3 for each criteria

40
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Module Learner
Expectations

Assessment Criteria and Conditions Suggested
Emphasis

The student will: Assessment of student achievement should be based on:

• select, organize and
present design projects

• maintenance and presentation of a module-based
design portfolio and a design journal.  Emphasis
during the presentation/critique of the module-based
portfolio with the teacher and/or peers will be placed
on the presentation of research, and the student’s
discourse regarding:
− his or her understanding about the business and

profession of design
− issues faced by designers
− how he or she would deal with these issues.

Assessment Tool
Project Assessment:  The Design Profession

(DES3180–1)

Standard
Performance rating of 3 for each criteria

20

• demonstrate basic
competencies.

• observations of individual effort and interpersonal
exploration during the learning process.

Assessment Tool
Basic Competencies Reference Guide and any

assessment tools noted above

Integrated
throughout

Concept Specific Learner Expectations Notes

The student should:

Skills Development • identify three issues faced by designers and state
how these issues might be dealt with in the
context of a small design company

• research the business and profession of design
(use reference sources, contact people working in
a design field)

• describe the opportunity for a designer to practise
in the immediate community and adjacent
communities

• identify the qualifications required of young
designers to be accepted by the design
community.
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Concept Specific Learner Expectations Notes

The student should:

Applied Problem
Solving

• outline a plan for a small design company; e.g.,
identify the area of design specialty, prospective
clients, production logistics, financing,
promotion, etc.

This module provides an
excellent opportunity
for students to establish
contacts in the design
field of their choice.
These contacts may be
local, regional,
provincial, national or
international.  Once a
contact has been made,
the student may be able
to use this contact as a
primary research source
for the module.  The
issues faced by
practitioners, their day-
to-day activities and
their background and
training will provide the
student with valuable
insight into the business
and profession of
design.

This module could be
addressed by a design
team.  The team could
conduct individual
and/or joint research
and then make a joint
presentation of the
findings.

Presentation, Design
Journal and
Portfolio

• see Specific Learner Expectations for 2-D Design
Studio 1

• present interim findings for teacher/peer review
and input.

See notes from other
Studio modules.
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